
 

 

August  2020 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome to a new school year unlike any other! Even in a pandemic, 
first grade is an exciting time as children embark upon new adventures 
in the world of learning. This is a year of important transitions, as well 
as one in which acquisition of new skills is accelerated – this will still be 
the expectation with remote learning. I hope to make your child’s 
learning experience a fun and exciting one, and I hope to instill a love of 
learning that will last throughout your child’s years of schooling. 

 

So much happens in First Grade! It is extremely important to keep in 
mind that we build on small successes. Each child will progress at 
his/her own rate, acquiring skills as he/she is developmentally ready. 
Maintaining each child's self-esteem and building a secure foundation 
for future growth will always remain a priority. Here are some ways you 
can help: 



 

• Celebrate your child's success, no matter how small it may seem. 
This will keep your child enthusiastic about learning and proud of 
his/her work! 

• Read with your child every day.  The more your child is exposed 
to language, the easier it will be to learn new skills. 

•Talk about math, numbers, count forward and backward, play 
games with cards or dice, etc on a daily basis to help your child 
become aware of the importance math has in our daily lives. 

  

*The rest of this letter will inform you of the important remote learning 
procedures along with some of our district policies. 

  

Daily Schedule: 

Log on to the computer: 7:45  *School starts at 8:00 so it is important to log on at 
7:45 in order for your child to get mentally prepared and start the morning bell work. 
Attendance will be taken each day at 8:00am. We are required to mark students tardy if 
they log on after school has started or absent if they do not log on at all. 

Morning Greeting: 8:00-8:05 

Reading:  8:05-9:15 

Snack and Restroom break: 9:15-9:20 

Writing: 9:20-9:55 

Math: 10:00-11:00 

Specials: 11:00-11:50 



 

Lunch and Recess: 11:50-1:00 

Science/Social Studies: 1:00-1:30 This is a pre-recorded video with possible 
activity to follow. 

No New Instruction and Office Hours: 1:30-2:20: 

*1:30-2:00- This time will be used to review concepts by completing choice 
activities. Students can log into zoom if they choose to participate. 

*2:00-2:30- This time will be dedicated to office hours. During this time, I 
will be available by scheduled appointment to answer any questions about 
homework, virtual learning, etc. During this time, I may ask to meet with 
students individually or in small groups. 

*This is a needs-based time where I can review concepts with the whole class, small 
groups, or one-on-one. There will be scheduled activities that may include some choice of 
activities to complete during this time if your child is not scheduled to meet with me. 

  

Google Classroom:  

 

Our class will be working on building a foundation of curriculum and 
organizational strategies that can be used throughout the students’ 
academic careers.  Thank you in advance for your support in 
promoting the importance of using these strategies to your child! 
One way that this will be maintained is through individual Google 
Classrooms for each subject.  The Homeroom Google Classroom will 
house EVERYTHING that students and parents need to keep up with 
what is going on at school.  It will help your child stay organized and 
keep you in touch with our classroom.  Students should make a habit 
to check the Homeroom Google Classroom each morning before 
starting school to learn about the day, and evening to check for 



 

reminder announcements.  Individual subject Google Classrooms will 
be used to post assignments for each subject.   

 

  

  

  

  

Designated Learning Space: 

Please set up a designated learning space for your child to work and learn.  This 
space should be comfortable and away from distractions like toys, TV, pets, 
siblings, etc. In this designated learning space, include all necessary supplies: 

· Chromebook 

· Envision Math Workbook 

· A few independent reading books and/or Epic  

· Pencils 

· Erasers 

· pencil sharpener 

· crayons 

· the remote learning resources found in the gallon sized Ziploc baggy you 
picked up 

· the baggy of math manipulatives 



 

*Your child will be logged on to the computer with me from 7:45 -11:00 so please 
be sure your child’s computer is plugged in or fully charged. Even when your child 
is working independently, I will expect the computer to stay on.  I will use a chime 
or bell to bring the class back together and move on to the next activity. 

Activate Zoom and Google Classroom: 

When on Zoom, children should be wearing a headset and in an area without 
distractions or sound.  

 

Supplies:  

The first grade supply list is located on the school website.  

  

Weekly Newsletter:  

I will send an email highlighting our activities for that week.  Here, you can see 
where we will focus our attention in each area as you assist your child at home. 

  

  



 

Homework Policy:  

Homework is an essential part of the learning process and will be assigned every 
night.  The homework will be posted on our Google Classrooms under the subjects 
in case your child is unsure of what to do.  Please check over your child’s 
homework once it is complete. 

*Your child is expected to read for at least 20 minutes every night.  

**In addition to our regularly scheduled homework, your child should be counting 
forward 0-120 starting from any given number, counting backward 120-0 from any 
given number, and be able to structure all parts of 5 fluently (ex: I have 3. How 
many more to make 5? -OR- I have 2. How many more to make 4?) 

  

Specials: 

 Monday: Music 

Tuesday: Gym 

Wednesday: Library 

  Thursday: Art 

Friday: rotating schedule – schedule is attached and posted on our Google 
Classroom. I will also post a reminder on the Google Classroom Homeroom 
page. 

  

Behavior Expectations: 

At Roxbury, in person or virtually, we have three expectations for 
students. They are: 

  



 

1. I choose to do my best.  

2. I choose to follow directions. 

3. I choose to use kind words.   

While I have very high expectations that all students will do the right 
thing at all times, I realize that this is an unprecedented time, and a 
new way of learning for students.  We will be writing class norms 
together on the first day.  These norms will help our learning to 
progress and our class and students to meet their full potential.  If a 
child struggles with meeting the norms, even with my help, then I will 
reach out to you so that we can work together to help guide 
him/her back on track.   

Epic: 

In order for students to have a variety of reading materials to use, each student will 
be able to access epic books. I have sent an invitation to each student’s school 
email for the students to accept. If your student did not receive this email or is 
struggling to access their account, please follow the directions below. 

1. Go to www.getepic.com/students 
2. Enter the following class code:  hmi9787 
3. Select the student’s name  

Please reach out if you need further assistance to access Epic. 

 

Savvas Realize for Envision Math and Word Study: 

Each student’s username and password should be located on their Chromebook. In 
order to log in, student’s will go to savvasrealize.com and enter the student’s 

http://www.getepic.com/students


 

username and password. An option should come up for the student to save their 
username and password. If you are experiencing any problems please email me. 

Class Webpage: 

On the Solon School District website, you will be able to find my web page. This 
webpage will contain copies of zoom meeting links, google classroom links for 
specials, etc. needed for remote learning. All of this information will also be 
located on the Google Classroom Homeroom Page. 

Contract Information: 

Miss Maria DeFranco  

Email:mariadefranco@solonboe.org  

Phone: 440-349-6220 x 5642 

Please email or call if you have any additional questions. During this time, it is 
important that we work together in order for each student to achieve academic 
success. I look forward to meeting you soon! 

Sincerely, 

Maria DeFranco  

First Grade Teacher 

Roxbury Elementary School 
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